
[image: image16.jpg]



www.RetroStereo.net
Music and Audio News – Winter 2007
Retro Stereo News – Retro announces new partners!  Retro Stereo is proud to now have products available in five venues.  Our newest locations are Audie’s Attic in Norco, CA. and Fingerprints here in Long Beach, CA. (see attached flier for specifics).
The Godfather of Soul, James Brown – 
Gone but Never Forgotten!!
In December we lost the legendary James Brown.  You might recall my fall review of the James show we caught in Sept. in Palm Spring.   Glad we did as it was the last one we will ever see.  The impact of James Brown on the world is music cannot be overestimated.  Few in any profession can claim a career of over 50 years in which touring was only ceased by prison and celebrity was a constant.  

This June video of James drunk on live t.v. is classic:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVhSmvIJovE

The early live James Brown is captured here in the early 1960’s.:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YV31dx_UW9k
James in 1966 here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eOCQrxnDM&mode=related&search=
A post death tribute is here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1DxTTmv5yo
Learn more about James at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Brown_(musician)
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Recent  Live Shows (rated 1-5 stars):
New Model Army:  Fingerprints, Long Beach, CA. November, 2006.  
These English boys must now be celebration 25 years together. Still sounding good and specializing in anti-big government, anti-U.S. and British imperialism lyrics they did not fail to disappoint.  If you like angry yet melodic and sometimes romantic British punk then they are one of the best remaining in that genre.  A good example of the sound of the current tour:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EiUNPyes9pA.   3.5 stars.
A discography of the last 25 years is available at:  http://www.google.com/musica?aid=xo8YYj2PUrN&num=10&start=20
The Who – The Hollywood Bowl, Hollywood, CA. – November 6, 2006

So, The Who at the Hollywood Bowl.  Who is left in the The Who?  Who cares – right?  Wrong, my friend, wrong!  See a YouTube clip of the live show here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3Y2ftIkBqA
The Who have taken the time and energy to bring along a consistent set of new band members in the form of Simon Townsend (guess who his brother is) and a young drummer (last name Starkey – yes, Ringo is his father) and they sounded really quite good.  Playing material from their first new studio album in 25 years, Daltrey is one of the few crooners of his age that can still bring it.  Pete still rips on guitar and using a video retrospective as part of the show one got to see 40 odd years of Who images.  
The new album – The Endless Wire (cover far right below) has some rockers and some ballads and is actually worth getting a copy of if you are a Who fan. Complete discography at:  http://www.google.com/musica?aid=6aI1p1Qi_sB&num=10&start=0.  4 stars.
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Me First and the Gimme Gimmes – Henry Fonda Theatre, Hollywood., CA. December, 2006




If you do not about this band, you are missing out on something.  A “supergroup” comprised of artists off the Fat Records label (NOFX etc.) these boys specialize in covering classic pop tunes in a punk rock style.   A recent Bar Mitzvah they played went something like this:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvB3hFKBZRM
The Hollywood show included deluxe cowboy outfits and a large mosh pit.  I am getting a bit old for resisting a large pit but, it did indeed make me realize that I am alive on this planet with some interesting folks.  Tom Jolly was jumping up and down like he just swallowed a hand grenade.  Songs such as Country Roads, I Believe I Can Fly and Hotel California are worth hearing in this format.  Fun time, 5 stars!  More on them at: http://www.gimmegimmes.com/
Wolfmother and Pink Mountain Tops – Hollywood Palladium, Dec. 2006

I asked my wife Erica to give me her comments on the show:  Here is her review:

“I didn’t get the memo that black Zeppelin t-shirts and Converse were required attire that night.  Oh well.  Honestly I was a bit hesitant about the opening band that sounded more like a sugary confection than a band.  However The Pink Mountain Tops turned out to be a nice treat indeed although not compelling enough for me to recall many details weeks later.  When the lights flickered announced the arrival of the main act, the next-generation Led Zeppelin fans rushed the stage and screamed for Wolfmother to do what they do best….rock.  For Gen-Xers like myself, Wolfmother is somehow fresh yet somehow familiar.  Part Led Zeppelin, part White Stripes, and part cute young boys.  Bass lines are strong and guitar work good.  Falsetto vocals flow from a barely post-pubescent, ‘fro sporting youngster who, in truth, could benefit from a kiss of maturity.  His voice may be their weakness but their strength is an ear for good old fashioned rock rhythms.  Wolfmother could be huge.  Or this maternal canine could get lost amidst the animalistic jungle that is L.A.”
As to the Pink Mountain Tops – listen to this on c.d. not live – too much going on, too many sad and droaning songs from this young Vancouver group.  3.5 stars.
New Years Eve – O.C. Fairgrounds, Dec. 31, 2006

Any event in the OC is somewhat cheesy; especially those on New Years Eve….We loved it!
The Knack – better than expected, and not much was expected.  Yes they did play it.
The Romantics – hard to believe they are still alive, enough said.
The Tubes – do not take your shirt off if you are over 55.  Sad that most, if not all the original members still seem to be hanging about.  NOT the “white punks on dope” that I remember.
Thomas Dolby – yes, he is still alive.  Had not seen him in 25 years (literally).  He played largely solo with synthesizers and computers – did a nice job of it and sounded clean.  Added a live horn section for the last set.  Fun and VERY nostalgic on New Years.  Read about Thomas today at:  http://www.thomasdolby.com/tdpress.html
Everclear – good band, bad soundboard work – made it impossible to stay for the entire set.  Learn about this typically great sounding band at:  http://www.everclearonline.com/
Berlin – Teri Nunn has sold her soul to the devil as she still looks good.  Keeps the band on the road by paying teenage boys five bucks to play guitars and keyboards.  Erica liked it!  Teri in her hay day at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_(band)
The English Beat – still good, the sound was great, the band was tight, all your favorites were played.  Dave Wakeling has aged well.  A highlight for me.  They have added Lynval Goldring from the Specials and now travel with a live saxophone (rather than a synth.sax).  They will however, never top the old days with Ranking Roger.  Live on Top of the Pops, 1979:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhXOnk7o0xU.  Or Mirror…from 1980 Top of the Pops – WOW this one is freakin’ great! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YP0ln7ONG6w
The Violent Femmes – yes, still together and surprisingly good.  Seem to be doing more acoustic and Appalachian influenced music – would be great in a club setting.  A good short overview of the band’s history is here:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rn-_uUz_nj8
Blondie – Headlining this large event, Blondie has worked to build a very tight set and Deborah Harry has apparently come off the drugs, lost weight and cleaned up her act.  As essentially one of the only touring grandmothers of punk and alternative she did a great job and her voice is still of the highest quality.  Here is what these oldies look and sound like now:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2yNoJr93eg&mode=related&search=
http://www.blondie.net/index.shtml



Retro Future:

Retro Stereo is currently in negotiations with two new locations – one in New York State and one in San Pedro.  Details on the new locations will follow in the Spring, 07 newsletter.  Suggestions for new locations are welcomed!  Visit us at www.RetroStereo.net for new locations as they come onboard.  A MySpace page will also be coming!

Retro Reviews of New Music:
TV on the Radio – Return to Cookie Mountain, 2006 - one of the more interesting things I have heard this past year.  This one will stretch you.  I liked what I heard and it is growing on me.  If you like musical horizons and a melding of pop, alternative, and guitar rock with soul and funk undertones (not doing that music justice in this description).  At times they are melodic at times dissonant.  “Wolf like me” seems like a radio hit.  Spin magazine chose them as band of the year for 2006.  Bowie likes them so that is good enough for me.  
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Their homesite:  http://www.4ad.com/tvontheradio/.  Their MySpace page with music samples:  http://www.myspace.com/tvotr
Editors – The Back Room, 2006
Very British isles, reminds me of something from 1982.  Perhaps early Psychedelic Furs, U2 or The Church (although Australian) with a bit of synth and Interpol update in there (if Interpol is indeed an update and not just a rehash of Joy Division).  Driving power pop guitars and a certain ethereal synth quality.  I supposed one would say “college alternative”. Am I the only one who still likes this black clothes type of sound?  Hells No!
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http://www.editorsofficial.com/
The Thermals – The Body, The Blood, The Machine, 2006
Portland, Oregon based, The Thermals are getting good press.  Raw, driving, up tempo chunky, jerky guitar sound punctuated with retro synth sounds.  Clean and powerful vocals and bouncy tunes.  More will be heard from them.  I love this kind of poppy hard shit – loud!




Music video at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A4Iobo18U9w
Thermals My Space page:  http://www.myspace.com/thethermals
The Beatles – Love, 2006
So, prior to death or something Sir George Martin has spent some time working with his son Giles to remix Beatles tunes for the new Cirque de Soleil.  Info on that effort here:

http://www.cirquedusoleil.com/CirqueDuSoleil/en/showstickets/love/intro/intro.htm?sa_campaign=internal_click/redirect/love



The resulting album, called Love is 26 remixed Beatles tracks which take advantage of digital sampling to allow the Martins to pull samples from one Beatle album and put them on a track from another album etc.  This is a new way to listen to old tunes and I think I enjoy it.   There is a lurking feeling of someone having put a mustache on the Mona Lisa but, what the hell, she looks new and interesting that way.  Pod casts, downloads etc. at:  http://www.beatles.com/
Retro Tours to See:
Reminder - Lee “Scratch” Perry – Lee, original Tuff Gong producer and colleague of Bob Marley, is on tour with his rub a dub electronic, Jamaican reggae.  At his age I am assuming this may be one of his last tours.  Smoke ‘em if you got ‘em.  Read about Lee at:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lee_Scratch_Perry
NOFX – Quintessential Bay area punk rockers NOFX are on tour at a club near you.  Their, we hate George Bush message is far reaching and hilarious.  Fat Mike and the crew continue to release melodic punk that is both entertaining and smart.  Read more at:  http://www.nofxofficialwebsite.com/
Jerry Lee Lewis – The Killer has a new album out (The Last Man Standing) and it sounds pretty good given his age and his drinking.  It think it is now or never for Jerry Lee as he moves to the top of the Dead Pool with the death of James Brown.  Catch him soon or never!  You can see him as he is today at:  http://jerryleelewis.com/lms/#.

Brian Wilson – Brian is touring and playing the Beach Boys Pet Sounds album in its entirety one time only due to Pet Sounds being 40 years old this year.  Pet Sounds was cited by The Beatles and others as a major influence on their own musical stylings.  So, if you appreciate this classic album and old Beach Boys tunes this show is for you. Read about Brian at:   http://www.brianwilson.com/
Roger Waters – Touring and playing The Dark Side of The Moon in it entirety.  Covering all the old Pink Floyd classics and using two lead guitars to cover the David Gilmour work, Waters is still sounding good and providing a very psychedelic show.  World tour continues, visit:  http://www.roger-waters.com/
Retro Classic:

The Fall – Seminal British post-punk alternative band, The Fall marked 30 years in the business in 2006.  They continue to release good music and to tour playing the States this past fall.  I am drawn back to The Fall albums more and more and they remain one of my all time favorites.  Check them out:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Fall
Retro Stereo Tips:
1) “You can pay anything for anything” – really look around at past season and closeout equipment before buying it new at retail prices.  I often see the same items on sale for up to a 200% difference in price.

2) Old equipment is often better made - than entry level of mid level new equipment and it is better for the planet and far less expensive.  Consider it when setting up audio in your home.  

3) Turntables are making a comeback!  As a result they are costing more and good one are harder to find.  Records are rapidly appreciating in value – hang on to that collection!  See turntable use tips at www.RetroStereo.net
4) USB port turntables – Numark and Ion (amongst others) now manufacture affordable turntables that plug directly into your USB port on your computer to allow you to convert those old lps to digital format or mix your own recordings.  (Software in included).  
Remember to restore, reuse and recycle!!
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Need equipment or consultation on audio?

Dr. Johnny Karras    (562) 208-8229
www.RetroStereo.net   
 RetroStereo@verizon.net
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